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UM DISTANCE-LEARNING PROGRAM TAKES NATIONAL HONOR 
MISSOULA —
April 10, 1997
Its use oi multiple technologies for program delivery and an excellent student support 
system have earned a University of Montana distance-learning program a national award from the 
University Continuing Education Association.
UM s two-year Master of Education — Helena Cohort program has won the Rural 
Education Division 1997 Award for Innovative Rural Programming in the category of programs 
offered for credit.
Offered through UM ’s Center for Continuing Education, the program uses face-to-face 
teaching as well as the state’s METNET compressed interactive video network and the Proshare 
and PictureTel videoconferencing systems. It also uses Internet technologies, including e-mail. 
Students can access the Mansfield Library through GrizNet and other library resources through the 
World Wide Web.
Designed by UM ’s School of Education, the program comprises 12 three-credit, graduate- 
level courses built around themes such as technology planning, cross-cultural issues, and special 
education and law.
Sharon Alexander, dean of UM’s Center for Continuing Education, and Dan Smith, 
director of extended studies and summer programs, will accept the award April 12 at UCEA 
national meetings in Louisville, Ky.
m
Contacts: Dan Smith, (406) 243-4616; Tom Pelletier, graduate program officer, (406) 243-6430. 
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